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and the plotting of the various curves, can only be 
appreciated by those who have undertaken similar 
work themselves. This part includes a discussion 
of the relation between the fatality and mortality 
of diphtheria, which is useful as a gauge of the 
value of  notification statistics as an index of the 
prevalence of disease. To the statistics of 
diphtheria is appended a summary of the historical 
accounts of the epidemics of the disease from the 
earliest times down to the introduction of notifica- 
tion. Having thus shown the universality of  the 
disease, both as regards time and distribution, the 
author proceeds to discuss its causation, dealing 
with the question under the heads of the possible 
existence of indigenous foci of infection, and the 
relation existing between rainfall and variations of 
level of ground--water,  and epidemics of  the 
disease. 

We do not propose to quote the conclusions 
arrived at, as they are such as might lead a 
superficial reader to despair of any benefits arising 
from preventive measures. We think~ however, 
that a careful study of  Dr. Newsholme's premisses, 
and a due consideration of those factors which are 
but slightly dealt with by him, will result in a 
truer appreciation of the value of such measures, 
and  help workers to more intelligent courses of 
action. A pessimistic fatalism is not warranted by 
the facts set forth in this book, which we commend 
to the serious study of our readers. I t  is in some 
respects an answer to Dr. C. E. Paget's "Was ted  
Records of Disease," and will serve as a pattern 
to be followed by others working on similar lines. 
There is a real need of similar monographs on 
other preventible diseases. 

C U R R E N T  P U B L I C  H E A L T H  
L I T E R A T U R E .  

THE BACTERIOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS OF DIPHTHERIA. 
By Dr. Glfieksmann. 

Zdt. f. f-Yyg. XXVI. ,  No. 3. 
Medical Officers of Health proposing to start a 

laboratory for the purpose of diagnosing cases of 
~iipbtheria will find the following hints contained 
in this paper of use. 

I t  is best, when possible, to inoculate the culture 
tubes directly with the suspected material, but 
when this is not poss ible  the material should be 
collected on cotton wool pledgets in steriiised 
tubes. The cotton wool should not have been 
deprived of its fat. As much as possible should 
be swobbed on to the pledgets. The  material 
should arrive at the laboratory in as moist a 
condition as possible.  

The  best culture media are coagulated blood 
serum, and glycerine agar (7 per cent. glycerine, 
I" 5 per cent. agar). A diagnosis from direct pre- 
parations under the microscope should only be 
done as a preliminary to support cases which, 
from clinical symptoms, are unmistakable, and it 

is only of value when the results are positive. 
Cultures must always be examined microscopically. 

To group diphtheria bacilli according to their 
length as long, medium, and short, is wrong, as the 
length is dependent on many things, such as the 
nature of the culture medium, the temperature,  
the age ot the culture, etc. 

Pseudo-diphtheria bacilli can usually be 
recognised both in culture and under the micro- 
scope ; only occasionally will it be necessary to 
resort to an experiment on a guinea-pig to dis- 
tinguish between them. 

In order to determine when the bacilli disappear, 
convalescents must be periodically examined, and 
none should be allowed to be freed from isolation 
so long as diphtheria bacilli are found. 

The bacteriological diagnosis can usually be 
determined within 6 to I2 hours. 

The examinations are tedious, and therefore 
a doctor in practice cannot be expected to carry 
them out ; they must be done in the laboratory. 

FURTHER INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE USE OF 
FORMALDEHYDE AS A MEANB OF DISINFECTION. 

By Dr. Walter. 
Ibi6 XXVI. ,  No. 3. 

In this paper the author critically examines the 
previous work done in Germany. by Pfuhl, and 
in Paris by Trillat, and describes a method by 
which he used current formaldehyde vapour to 
disinfect clothing. H e  believes that one is not in 
a position yet by means of formaldehyde to carry 
out the disinfection of a room in one act. 
Nevertheless, formaldehyde takes an important  
place among the measures for disinfection. 
Current formaldehyde vapour does not merely dis- 
infect superficially, but by its means it is possible 
to disinfect efficiently clothing, uniforms, etc., 
without damaging them. 

A N A L Y T I C A L  NOTES.  
A DELICATE TEST FOR THE DETECTION OF A 

YELLOW A z o  DYE USED FOR THE ARTIFICIAL 
COLORING OF FATS, ETC. J . F .  Geisler (ffourz. 
Amer. C~em. Sot., I898 , xx., i i o - i i 3 ,  through 
Jzal~st, 1898 , 93) . - -By  the food laws of several 
of the American States, the addition of an 
artificial coloring matter to oleomargarine is for- 
bidden. The author states that azo dyes have 
now largely replaced annatto as the coloring 
substance, and calls attention to the fact that 
fuller's earth gives a pink or red colour, with at 
least one, if not more, of these dyes. The  dye 
can be precipitated from the clarified fat by the 
earth as a violet-red precipitate, which, when 
washed with naphtha to remove the fat, and dried, 
leaves a violet-red powder. This is immediately 
decolorized on contact with alcohol, the colour 
reappearing on evaporation of the latter. The 
colouriug matter can be extracted with boiling 


